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SAILING SHIP WILLIAM P. FRYE
FIRST AMERICAN MERCHANT VESSEL
CAPTURED AND SUNK IN WWiI
BY THE IMPERIAL GERMAN NAVY

JANUARY 27, 2018

Today — Mr. Stéphane Ouellette,
President and Chief Executive
Officer, Merchant Navy
Commemorative Theme Project
(MNCTP), acknowledged this
important date in history that marked
the first American merchant vessel
lost to the German Empire during
the Great War.

On January 27, 1915, the four—

masted steel barque William P. Frye

was intercepted by the German

auxiliary merchant cruiser Prinz Eitel

Friedrich in the South Atlantic Ocean

(off the Brazilian coast). The William P. Frye was bound for the United Kingdom with a
cargo of wheat consigned to an English firm. The following day, the Captain of the
German cruiser, Lieutenant Commander Max Thierichens, ordered the sinking of the
William P. Frye, when her crew refused to jettison its cargo as contraband. Shortly
thereafter, the German Empire admitted wrongdoing and apologized, yet this did nothing
to assuage the American fury over the incident.

In early February 1917, the German Empire announced a return to unrestricted
submarine warfare, and the United States severed all diplomatic ties with the country. By
the end of March, the Imperial German Navy had sunk several ships with Americans
aboard, which prompted Congress to declare war on April 2, 1917.



Quote

“Since the Revolutionary War of 1775, the American Merchant Marine have played, and
continue to play a vital role in providing civilian services in areas of national security, and
in supporting the economic needs of the United States of America. During WWI and
WWII, the women and men of the American Merchant Marine and the Allied Merchant
Navy transported troops, and delivered military equipment, food and provisions, fuel, and
other supplies to the battle fronts worldwide. Indeed, the American Merchant Marine and
the Allied Merchant Navy were the mainstay of the Allied Forces victories in both World
Wars.”

— Stéphane Ouellette, President and CEO, MNCTP

Quick Facts

Associated Links
= Daily Press: German sea raiders launch charm offensive on Hampton Roads,
January 14, 2017
= The Dawlish Chronicles: A liner turned hunter: Prinz Eitel Friedrich 1914 -15
» Germans sink American merchant ship
» President Woodrow Wilson asks U.S. Congress for declaration of war,

April 2, 1917
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